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President Bert Blackwood called the meeting to order and
asked the members to announce the names of their
guests. Wayne Alldred introduced Bill Legere, Ron Fevang
introduced Don Henderson and Ron Warrilow introduced
Paul McPherson. Bert informed the members that Gerald
Brown is getting treatment for his cancer. He then asked
the members to stand for the singing of O Canada. Bert
surveyed the members about their attendance at the
Teriyaki Town for the optional lunch. Four new members
were inducted into the club: Hans de Visser (Bert
Blackwood), Bill Mackasey (Harry Newton), Gerald
Armstrong (Bob Coleman) and Bill Legere (Wayne
Alldred).
It was announced that Brian Devan would be stepping down
in April and an immediate replacement was needed. It was
also announced that Bob Barkwell, Dennis Eaton and a new
vice-president would be needed for the Annual General
Meeting in November.
President Bert Blackwood announced that he had distributed
the new brochures all over Lindsay to attract new members.
Vice-president John Sale has submitted an article to the
Promoter and Kawartha This Week to invite interested
individuals to our April meeting, which is being planned to
celebrate National Probus Month. Lastly, Bert asked
members to submit suggestions for possible outings this year.

Guest Speaker: Charles Pick
Next Meeting
Tuesday March 13

Brenda Booth and Raeann Rideout
Ageism and Elder Abuse

Ron Wallace was asked to introduce our guest speaker,
Charles Pick. Charles received his BSc. in Immunology from
the University of Toronto and his MBA from Queen’s
University (Smith School of Business). He began his career
working for Pickseed, first in the Edmonton office and then
at the head office in Lindsay, in his role as VP of Canadian
Turfgrass Operations. Charles then moved outside the family
business to become Head of Business Development for
BASF’s Agricultural Genomics Division for 11 years before
launching his own company, seqID, which focuses on
consulting and technology development in the same field.
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Four new members are welcomed to the Club.
From left to right, Bob Coleman, Bert Blackwood,
Gerry Armstrong, Wayne Aldred, Bill Legere,
Harry Newton, Bill MacKasey, Hans De Visser

Charles started his presentation by
introducing his molecular breeding
company (seqID) to the members, and
highlighted some of the innovations that
the company has shown leadership in
developing, including tomato mapping. He highlighted the
essential problem for mankind in the future: the population is
ever expanding at an exponential rate, while the amount of
arable land is decreasing. Some food crops like corn are
being used for fuel and the consumption of animal protein in
third world countries is expanding dramatically. He traced
the evolution of plant and animal breeding over the last
10,000 years, including the Green Revolution that started
after WWII, that increased plant crop production dramatically
due to innovative plant breeding, use of new fertilizers and
the use of hydrid seeds.

The Genomic Revolution of the future will include
Transgenics (identifying a gene of interest and inserting
it – eg. Roundup Ready crops), Genomics (evaluating
thousands of genetic markers simultaneously and select
progeny based on a score – eg. more productive
Holstein milk cows) and Genetic Engineering (editing
and swapping a gene sequence using Crispr Technology
– eg. boar taint in swine).

Ron Wallace (L) thanks Charles Pick (R) for his
presentation.

He concluded his presentation by highlighting some of
the pitfalls of this new technology including the nonGMO movement, field trial vandalism and protests
around the world. Charles claims that there is a huge
void between scientific consensus and public opinion on
the issue of genetically modified food safety. He
focused on the safety perception of Golden Rice, which
contains vital vitamin A. Vitamin A deficiency kills
about 670,000 children under 5 each year in Asia, but
environmental groups oppose the product. He is
optimistic that several countries in Africa are dropping
their opposition to GMO-foods and inviting crop
scientists to conduct field trials.
Closing: President Bert Blackwood concluded the
meeting with a humorous story about why it is so cheap
to call Washington from hell. Since Trump arrived, it is
a local call.
Any corrections, comments or additions regarding this
newsletter can be forwarded to the attention of the
editor at:
denniseaton@xplornet.com
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