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Meeting Highlights 

Opening and Announcements: 

President Bob Doran called the Annual General Meeting to 
order and asked the members to stand for the singing of O 
Canada. Bob introduced three special guests to the meeting: 
Rob Nesbitt, Ed Lyons and Jay Bingleman. Ron Morgan was 
asked to report on the health of the members. Ron and John 
Sale gave an update on the health of Jim Mackey who fell 
recently and broke some ribs. Irwin Brown gave an update on 
Don Huff, who recently had heart surgery. 

Ken Pizer was called upon to introduce our guest speaker, 
Jack Bingleman. Jack Bingleman has charted an enormously 
successful career as an entrepreneur and business leader. He 
spent much of his early career in the wood products retail 
field, culminating with his tenure as President and CEO of 
Beaver Lumber. He then founded and became President and 
CEO of Business Depot in 1991, with Staples as a substantial 
investor and opened stores initially in Ontario and later 
Atlantic Canada. Staples acquired full ownership of Business 
Depot in 1994 and began to open stores in Western Canada. 
Jack held several senior positions at Staples in North 
America and Europe, including President of Staples 
International. In 2001, Jack became President of Indian River 
Asset Management and in 2008, he established JCB 
Consulting Company, serving as its President and Director. 
Jack is now retired and is living in Bobcaygeon in the 
summer and Vero Beach in the winter. 

Guest Speakers: Jack Bingleman 

Jack recalled his first real job with 
Sunoco. At 19 years of age, he was the 
marketing guy for 25 gas stations north 
of Toronto. During his time at Sunoco, 
he witnessed gas stations going from 2-bay to 3-bay 
operations, saw the introduction of self-service, 24-hour 
service and car washes. These trends coincided with the push 
for higher volume gas sales with very few employees (10 
times the volume of gasoline sold and 1/10 of the employees 
today serving customers). 

 

The Men’s Probus Club of Lindsay 

Probus Banner Newsletter	Chapter # 185 
Charter Date 

February 23, 2007 
EDITION	112	 	 	 	 	 October	2017	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Bob Doran 
President 

Bert Blackwood 
Vice-President Irwin Brown 

Treasurer 

Harry 
Newton 

Secretary 

Brian Devan 
Membership 

Ron Wallace 
Program 

Bob Barkwell 
Corporate 
Services 

Ron Morgan 
Health & 
Welfare 

Dennis Eaton 
Communications 

Health	and	Welfare	

Please	notify	

Ron	Morgan	

(705)	324-2318	

if	you	have	knowledge	of	a	member	that	is	
experiencing	health	issues	at	any	time…	

Next	Guest	Speaker	
Tuesday	November	14	

“The Great Escape: A Canadian Story” 

Ted Barris 
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Any corrections, comments or additions regarding 
this newsletter can be forwarded to the attention of 
the editor at: 

     denniseaton@xplornet.com 

	

Ron Wallace (L) and Ken Pizer (R) thanked 
Jack Bingleman for his presentation. (C). 

	

After a few years with Sunoco, Jack was approached by 
Beaver Lumber to become involved in real estate 
development. Under his leadership, he expanded the number 
of stores from coast-to-coast.  

Jack was impressed by the powerful formula demonstrated by 
the Canadian Tire/Home Hardware model in Canada where 
an entrepreneur was in charge of the store, who was close to 
the customers, close to their employees and close to the 
community. 

In 1985, Jack was offered the position of President of Beaver 
Lumber Canada, with 160 stores across the country. When 
Jack proposed a partnership with Home Depot in urban areas, 
the owner (Molson Brewery) of Beaver Lumber fired him. 
Shortly thereafter, he started up Business Depot in Canada, 
which was later purchased by Staples. There are now over 
300 Staples stores across Canada. Staples reduced the price 
of office supplies by 37%. 

After selling his interest in Staples, Jack invested heavily in 
Tractor Supply Company (TSC) out of Nashville Tennessee.  
Later he joined the company board. Currently, TSC has 1900 
stores across the United States and dozens across Canada. 

Jack concluded his presentation by identifying several 
business challenges. The most important challenge is e-
commerce. Retail is declining while e-commerce is growing 
by 14% a year. In addition, customers want their products 
faster so replenishment centres will become quite common. 
Salespeople will be expected to know more about their 
product than simply the price. For example, they will be 
expected to know how to install it. Finally, jobs are 
disappearing quickly, so young people will be expected to be 
flexible about moving from job to job and will be required to 
keep learning new skills. 

Ron Wallace and Ken Pizer thanked Jack for his presentation. 

Congratulations to Ted Abbot who was the very worthy 
recipient of the Founder’s Award for outstanding service to 
the club. 

The Minutes of the 2017 Annual General Meeting 
appear on pages 3 – 5 in this newsletter. 

Bob Doran (L) presented Irwin Brown (R) with a 
plaque and thanked him for his years of service 

as treasurer. 

Bob Doran (L) presented Ted Abbott (R) with 
the Founder’s Award for outstanding service to 

the club. 

mailto:denniseaton@xplornet.com
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Lindsay	Men’s	Probus	Club 
	Annual	General	Meeting	

Minutes	
October		10,	2017 

Lindsay	Masonic	Hall 
 

The	meeting	was	called	to	order	by	President	Bob	Doran	at	11:10	a.m.	
 
Adoption	of	Agenda 
 
Moved	by	Dennis	Eaton,	seconded	by	Mike	Catling,	that	the	Agenda	be	adopted	as	circulated.		Carried	
 
Minutes	of	2016	AGM	
 
Moved	by	Irwin	Brown,	seconded	by	Ron	Wallace,	that	the	Minutes	of	the	October	11,	2016	AGM	be	
adopted	as	circulated.		Carried. 
 
President’s	Report: 
 
President	Bob	Doran	thanked	each	Management	Committee	member	individually	for	his	contributions.		He	
also	thanked	the	Program	Committee	for	providing	an	excellent	slate	of	speakers	and	the	Services	
Committee	for	their	preparations	for	each	meeting.	
	
Bob	noted	that	the	Club	celebrated	its	tenth	anniversary	in	2017	with	Richard	Furlong	in	attendance.	
	
He	also	recounted	events	of	the	past	year:		the	Christmas	luncheon,	the	golf	tournament,	the	Lady	Muskoka	
cruise,	the	Club’s	website,	and	our	Club’s	assistance	in	the	formation	of	the	Fenelon	Falls	Probus	Club. 
 
Moved	by	Bert	Blackwood,	seconded	by	Harry	Newton,	that	the	President’s	Report	be	received.		Carried.	
	
Treasurer’s	Report:	
	
Financial	Statements	for	2016-2017	and	the	Budget	for	2017-2018 
 
Treasurer	Irwin	Brown	noted	that	as	a	result	of	fewer	memberships	than	forecast,	revenue	for	2016-17	was	
down	slightly	from	the	budget.		Of	note,	there	was	a	surplus	from	the	Christmas	lunch,	and	the	speakers’	
expenses	were	under	budget.		Public	servants	are	not	eligible	for	payment	and	some	other	speakers	declined	
their	honorarium.		On	the	expenditure	side,	expenses	were	up,	in	particular	the	bus	subsidization	for	the	
cruise.	
	
Moved	by	Ron	Wallace,	seconded	by	Brian	Devan,	that	the	Financial	Statements	for	2016-2017,	be	received	
and	forwarded	to	the	Financial	Reviewers	appointed	to	conduct	a	financial	review	of	the	fiscal	year	just	
concluded.	
	
For	2017-18,	a	deficit	of	$1,775	is	forecast,	to	be	financed	by	available	cash	in	the	bank	account	and	the	
redemption	of	a	maturing	investment	in	October.		The	Club’s	assets	should	be	reduced	to	protect	the	Club’s	
non-profit	status.		An	amount	of	$1,500	has	been	allocated	for	Club	events.	
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Moved	by	Bert	Blackwood,	seconded	by	Brian	Devan	that	the	Budget	for	fiscal	year	2017-2018	be	adopted.				
Carried.	
	
Bob	Doran	thanked	Irwin	Brown	for	his	service	as	Treasurer	and	presented	a	certificate	of	appreciation. 
 
Report	of	the	Nominating	Committee: 
 
Incoming	President	Bert	Blackwood	noted	the	departure	from	the	Management	Committee	of	Mike	Catling	
and	Irwin	Brown.		He	then	introduced	the	Management	Committee	for	2016-17	to	the	membership.			
	
Introduction	of	2017-2018	Management	Committee: 
 
Bert	Blackwood	–	President	 Bob	Doran	–	Past	President	 							John	Sale–	Vice-President																	 
Eric	Lansdell	–	Treasurer	 Harry	Newton	–	Secretary	 							Bob	Barkwell	–	Club	Services	 
Ron	Wallace	–	Program	 	 Brian	Devan	–	Membership																Dennis	Eaton	–	Communications 
	
Moved	by	Irwin	Brown,	seconded	by	Harry	Newton,	that	the	Report	of	the	Nominating	Committee	be	
adopted.		Carried. 
 
Remarks	from	the	Incoming	President:	

Incoming	President	Bert	Blackwood	thanked	President	Bob	Doran	for	his	contribution	to	the	club	for	the	past	
several	years,	and	his	continuing	contribution	as	Past	President	on	the	new	Management		Committee.		He	
then	presented	Bob	with	a	Thank	You	gift.	
 
Bert	indicated	that	he	would	like	to	increase	Club	membership	by	25	net	new	members	in	the	coming	year	
and	to	raise	the	Club’s	profile.		The	Club’s	website	would	play	a	key	part	.	
	
Bert	proposed	that	the	Nominating	Committee	begin	its	work	earlier	in	the	year	than	in	the	past.	
Bert	also	noted	that	he	would	like	to	see	more	inter-club	activities	in	the	coming	year.	
	
Remarks	from	the	Director,	Program: 

Ron	Wallace	acknowledged	the	contributions	of	the	Program	Committee			Ron	announced	that	the	speaker’s	
lineup	for	2018	is	finalized.		Work	on	the	2019	lineup	will	begin	in	the	Spring.		The	Committee	is	looking	for	
suggestions	from	the	Membership	for	future	speakers.	
	
Founders	Award	
	
Ted		Abbot	received	the	Founders	Award	in	recognition	of	his	long	time	contributions	to	the	Club.	
	
November	Speaker:	

The	Speaker	for	November	is	Ted	Barris	–	“The	Great	Escape”	(A	Canadian	Story). 
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	 New	Business:	

Bank	Signatories	–	Moved	by	Brian	Devan,	seconded	by	Dennis	Eaton	that	the	bank	signatories	
for	the	2017-18	year	be	President	Bert	Blackwood,	VP	John	Sale,	Treasurer	Eric	Lansdell	and	
Secretary	Harry	Newton.		Carried.	

Fenelon	Falls	Probus	Club	–	Our	Club	has	supported	the	establishment	of	this	combined	men’s’	
and	women’s’	club.		Over	120	people	have	signed	up.		The	charter	meeting	is	scheduled	for	
October	16.	

Park	Proposal	–	A	group	led	by	member	Max	Radiff	has	asked	the	Probus	Club	to	sponsor	a	
proposal	to	seek	Lindsay	CHEST	funds	to	build	a	picnic	shelter,	an	entrance	arch	and	a	flagpole	
at	the	Logie	Street	Park	as	part	of	Canada	150	celebrations.			Sponsorship	would	be	in	name	
only	with	no	active	role	for	the	club.		No	funds	would	come	through	the	club.		Preliminary	
opinion	from	national	and	regional	Probus	officials	is	that	this	proposal	would	not	violate	
Probus	Canada	principles.		It	was	noted	that	this	sponsorship	is	unusual.		Normally,	the	sponsor	
of	a	project	is	more	hands-on.		However	since,	this	proposal	is	an	addition	to	an	existing	project,	
it	does	not	require	active	participation.		Nevertheless,	some	concern	was	expressed	that	this	
sponsorship	should	be	undertaken	by	a	service	club,	not	a	social	club	like	ours.	

The	membership	in	attendance	approved	the	following	resolution	by	a	significant	majority:	

Be	it	resolved	that	the	Lindsay	Men’s	Probus	Club	conditionally	agrees	to	act	as	sponsor	to	a	
Sanderson/Radiff	funding	application	to	the	Lindsay	CHEST	Fund	to	construct	a	picnic	shelter,	
an	entrance	arch,	and	a	flag	pole	on	condition	that	Club	participation:	

(a) satisfies	Probus	Canada’s	Terms	of	Reference	concerning	Canadian	Probus	Clubs;	

(b) is	subject	to	Lindsay	Men’s	Probus	club	Management	Committee’s	agreement	with	the	
City	of	Kawartha	Lakes	project	terms	and	conditions;	and	

(c) the	concept	of	this	resolution	be	supported	by	a	vote	by	members	of	the	Lindsay	Men’s	
Probus	Club	at	the	Annual	General	Meeting.	

NOTE:		Subsequent	to	this	AGM,	the	sponsorship	request	was	cancelled.	

Adjournment: 

The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	12.00	noon	on	a	motion	by	Bert	Blackwood. 

 

 

__________________________________	 	 ________________________________	

Bob	Doran	–	President	 	 	 	 	 Harry	Newton		--	Secretary	  

	


